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Palmers Green Safer Neighbourhood News 
 
If you haven’t already Click https://metengage.co.uk for more information and to sign up.  
 

 
 
 

Please be alert for catalytic 
converter thieves.   

A catalytic converter was taken from a 
2018 Lexus in Morrisons car park on 
Saturday 07/02/2026 between 1:30pm 
and 2:30pm.  This type of theft has not 
taken place for a couple of years and it is 
now on the rise again.  Previous vehicles 
they were stolen from on Palmers Green 
ward were older models of Honda Jazz, 
Toyota Prius, Ford Galaxy, Lexus and 
BMW series 1 and 3.  Plus all ages of 
Toyota Auris.  Please see the information 
and advice below. 

Catalytic converters are devices fitted to vehicle exhausts to reduce the amount of dangerous gases emitted. They 
are often targeted by thieves as they contain valuable metals and can be removed in less than a minute. 

Catalytic converter theft most frequently occurs in car parks, but they can happen anywhere. Thieves may then sell 
these converters via scrapyards, online, or ship them out of the country. 

Hybrid vehicles are most commonly targeted, as their metals are more valuable, but any vehicle can be at risk of 
catalytic converter theft. 

  

https://metengage.co.uk/
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Signs a catalytic converter theft is being committed 

•  A vehicle being raised using a car jack in a car park or residential area 

•  A loud drilling or cutting sound coming from underneath the vehicle 

Watch the video below to see what a catalytic converter theft looks like. 

https://youtu.be/qybMIkySaXk 

  

Prevent it 
Although catalytic converter thefts are increasing, there are steps that you can take to protect your vehicle.  

To keep your catalytic converter safe, you can ask your car dealer for advice on locks or guards that are approved 
by the vehicle manufacturer and tested to Sold Secure Gold. 

Alternatively, try to make sure your vehicle is parked in a garage overnight, or if you have a commercial vehicle, 
park it in a secure compound. If this isn’t possible, park in an area that’s well-lit and overlooked and try to park so 
that the converter can’t be easily reached by potential thieves. Vehicles that sit high above the road are 
particularly vulnerable. 

You should also register your converter and mark it with a forensic marker, which will make it harder for thieves to 
dispose of. 

Visit Secured by Design or Sold Secure Gold for more details. 

  

Report it 

•  if the crime is happening now call 999  - if you are unsure, we’d rather hear about it and decide if a theft is 
occurring 

•  if it is safe to do so, take photos of suspects or the number plate of their car (do not approach suspects, as 
they have been known to use violence) 

•  if the crime has already happened then you can 
report it to us online or at your local police station 
  

  

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs-url.co%2FDy0rAA&data=05%7C02%7CJen.M.Arkwright%40met.police.uk%7C0eebb5e426d64c8f3ee008de67b59204%7Cf3ee2a7e72354d28ab42617c4c17f0c1%7C0%7C0%7C639062226875454300%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FSWF1LUEHLwsJOCFkQCA5Nwfd2sQV8YNJEcmV288V3Q%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs-url.co%2FEC0rAA&data=05%7C02%7CJen.M.Arkwright%40met.police.uk%7C0eebb5e426d64c8f3ee008de67b59204%7Cf3ee2a7e72354d28ab42617c4c17f0c1%7C0%7C0%7C639062226875482677%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=57sg8bGUBM6b8jIV73LzDis9bVEN7PrTBRqKyGilr2Y%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs-url.co%2FES0rAA&data=05%7C02%7CJen.M.Arkwright%40met.police.uk%7C0eebb5e426d64c8f3ee008de67b59204%7Cf3ee2a7e72354d28ab42617c4c17f0c1%7C0%7C0%7C639062226875512830%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RFs%2FQcv%2FGN7xVXwDIvz4pYvqzQj2g06H9b3UV%2FHyK%2Bg%3D&reserved=0
tel:999
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs-url.co%2FEi0rAA&data=05%7C02%7CJen.M.Arkwright%40met.police.uk%7C0eebb5e426d64c8f3ee008de67b59204%7Cf3ee2a7e72354d28ab42617c4c17f0c1%7C0%7C0%7C639062226875537859%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cr%2FzDq4v9HBk8TOo3NbwSQQtF4qF9Oo%2BHY5xLg4R6aY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs-url.co%2FEy0rAA&data=05%7C02%7CJen.M.Arkwright%40met.police.uk%7C0eebb5e426d64c8f3ee008de67b59204%7Cf3ee2a7e72354d28ab42617c4c17f0c1%7C0%7C0%7C639062226875557503%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=blS%2FHmdkIY422xa6duxfaNi6rJ3MfOuGFX5Cnlxwok4%3D&reserved=0


 

 

  

        Palmers Green Newsletter  

  February 2026 
  

  

Residential Burglary - January: 

NO BURLGARIES ON PALMERS GREEN WARD – nearest burglary on Highfield Ward to Palmers Green as below 

CHIMES AVENUE, 7.50pm, 17th December.  Two males approached the front door of the house and attempted to force open 
the door causing damage to the mortice lock and door.  The alarm then went off and the males ran to a car and drove off. 

 
Please remember to double lock your front doors whether you have a UPVC door or have a Yale and mortice.  If 
you also have a UPVC porch door then double lock that too.  If you have the security installed, then please use 
it.
Please also consider the use of timer switches to light your houses up after dark if you are not yet home. 

Motor Vehicle Crime – January: 

 
GREEN LANES, 10.45-11am, 2nd January.  A 2021 Lexus was taken without keys by a male and a female who spent several 
minutes trying to steal the vehicle. 
PILGRIMS CLOSE, 7pm, 14th January – 6am, 15th January.  A 2017 Alfa Romeo was taken without keys.  Vehicle was found 
parked up with false number plates and recovered to the pound.  
FOX LANE, 3.30pm, 17th January – 2pm, 18th January.  A 2017 Toyota Yaris was taken overnight without keys after the car 
window was smashed. 
OLD PARK ROAD, 10AM-4.30pm.  A vehicle was entered by drilling two holes into the side door and contents were taken 
from inside. 
ALDERMANS HILL, 1,40pm, 29th January.  A 2015 Ford Mondeo was taken without keys from Morrisons car park with £2000 
worth of tools. 
BROOMFIELD AVENUE, 7.43am, 29th January – 4pm, 30th January.  A 2014 Ford Fiesta was taken without keys. 
 

Robbery/theft – January: 
THE WALK FOX LANE, 4-6pm, 10th January.  The male suspect rang the doorbell and when the victim opened the door, 
pushed the victim to one side and made their way into the property.  The suspect then took an unknown object from the 
table in the living room and left the property. 
THE GROVE, 7.45-7.50pm, 10th January.  A mobile phone was snatched from the victim’s hand by a suspect on a bicycle as 
they rode past. 
Opposite POWYS LANE, 1.30-1.36pm, 23rd January.  The suspect on a motorbike rode up on the embankment then 
approached the victim and snatched his mobile phone from his hand before riding towards the park. 
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Please be very aware when using an ATM.  If someone is behind you stand closer to the machine and block their view as they 
are looking to see you put in your PIN and as soon as they have will distract you to get your card by pressing cancel.  A recent 
victim had £2000 stolen immediately afterward before the card could be cancelled. 
 
Please also be very aware when getting cash out of the bank by way of the counter.  It may be wise to take someone with 
you.  Place the money in a secure place.  A recent victim was followed back to Morrisons car park where they were distracted 
by nails placed under their tyres while a second suspect took their money. 
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UPCOMING EVENT: 

Monday 23rd February 2026, 11-11.30am – 
Costa, 349 Green Lanes N13 

 

 

 

 

Palmers Green Safer Neighbourhood 
Team Members: 

SNTYE-palmersgreen@met.police.uk  

 

 
 
PS Mehmet Ganidagli 
PC Ben Flint 
PC Elif Ozkes 
PC Ahmed Rizvi 
PCSO Jennifer Arkwright 
PCSO Malgorzata Marzec                                                            
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